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Housing Support

• 100% state-funded income support to pay for housing 
expenses, and sometimes additional services

• Always
• Room and Board, up to $954 per month (20,000 people)

• Starting 7/1/2021

• Sometimes 
• Supplemental Services, $482.84, or higher if approved by 

legislature (5,800 people)



Housing Support Standards

• Provision of room and board (everyone on Housing Support)
• three nutritious meals a day
• a bed, clothing storage, linen, bedding, laundry supplies
• housekeeping, including cleaning and lavatory supplies or service
• maintenance and operation of the building and grounds 

• Provision of supplemental services
(in addition to room and board for about 25% of recipients)

• connect people with resources for identified needs
• case notes 
• general oversight and supervision
• arranging for medical and social services
• assist with transportation
• other if required by legislature
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Individual Eligibility

• People with low income and assets

• Income can’t exceed the Housing Support benefit amount. 

• If a person will only receive the room and board rate, their countable income cannot 
exceed $954.

• If a person is eligible for supplemental services, their income cannot exceed $1,436.84 
per month. 

• A client’s maximum obligation is $954. 

• Liquid assets cannot exceed $10,000

• People should be aware that other programs such as Medical Assistance or SSI have lower asset 
limits
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Individual Eligibility

 Basis of eligibility = verified reason
 Elderly – 65 and up

 Certified Disability (SSI, RSDI, SMRT)

 Disabling Condition 

 Verified by qualified professional or county designee
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Individual Eligibility

 Must have low income and assets

 Elderly – 65 and up

 Certified Disability (SSI, RSDI, SMRT)

 Disabling Condition 

Must be exiting residential behavioral health treatment

 Residential Crisis Stabilization, Intensive Residential Treatment Services 
(IRTS), or inpatient Substance Use Disorder treatment
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Transition from Residential Behavioral Health Treatment

Do not need to verify income or assets for up to 3 months



• Two types of places:
• Group Settings

• Meals must be provided.
• Community-based Settings

• People have their own lease and have the option to prepare their own meals.

• Every place has to be:

• Licensed or registered, OR

• Tribally authorized, OR

• Exempt in state law

Eligible Places



Housing Support and MSA

• Which Housing Support settings allow me to switch to MSA Housing 
Assistance without moving?

• General Supportive Housing or LTH Supportive Housing

• Metro Demo

• Tribally authorized independent housing? 

• Any other Housing Support setting will introduce MSA eligibility, but the 
recipient will likely have to move to make the switch.
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Eligible Places



• “Going from 
Housing Support to 
MSA Housing 
Assistance”

3/14/2022

https://mn.hb101.org/a/49/


MINNESOTA SUPPLEMENTAL AID
HOUSING ASSISTANCE John Petroskas

Minnesota DHS



State-funded monthly cash supplement for some 
SSI recipients and low-income RSDI recipients
Must be over age 18 (unless blind), and:

(1) Receiving any amount of SSI, or
(2) Would receive SSI but for excess income 
(and over 65, blind, or disabled)



SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME (SSI)

SSI is a federal cash assistance program for people who:
 Are elderly (over 65), blind, or disabled, and
 Have limited income and resources
 SSI is an entitlement program; RSDI (SSDI) is an 

insurance program 
2022 SSI rates (Federal Benefit Rate or FBR):
 $841/month-individual
 $1,261/month-couple
 Some people get both SSI and RSDI benefits



People don’t get always MSA automatically 
when approved for SSI.  To apply for MSA:
Online: MNbenefits.mn.gov
In person, mail or fax: Use the Combined 
Application Form (DHS-5223). Check the 
“cash” box on page 1 and sign/date. 

https://mnbenefits.mn.gov/
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-5223-ENG


MNBENEFITS.MN.GOV

MNbenefits is a new way to 
apply for public assistance 
in Minnesota.

It’s much simpler to use, 
available in Spanish, and 
allows document uploading.

https://mnbenefits.mn.gov/




$841 SSI + $81 MSA = $922 total

Some people may be eligible for additional MSA 
“special needs” benefits, including:

Representative payee fees ($25/month)

Guardian/Conservator fees (up to $100/month)

Special diets prescribed by doctor (amounts vary)

MSA Housing Assistance
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$841  SSI

+   $81  MSA

+ $397     MSA Housing Assistance*

$ 1,319  Total Income

* Increased MSA benefits can affect SNAP benefits. 
The impact depends on several factors.



 Must be eligible for MSA and
 Be under age 65 when applying and
 Have monthly housing costs (rent & utilities) 

more than 40% of gross monthly income
(not including MSA benefits) and

 Meet at least one of the conditions on the 
next slide:



Relocating from an institution (hospital, nursing 
facility, RTC, ICF-DD or IRTS program); or
Eligible for Personal Care Assistance (PCA) 
services; or
Receiving waivered services and living in their own 
home or rented apartment; or 
Transitioning from Housing Support 



To receive MSA Housing Assistance, a person 
receiving waivered services must live “in their own 
home or rented or leased apartment.”
MSA HA does not follow the “own home” definition that 
applies to waiver programs
A waiver recipient can receive MSA HA while living in a 
provider-controlled setting, including customized living and 
integrated community supports, as long as it is their own 
home or apartment. Anything less is not sufficient.

https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=dhs-286286


Transitioning from Housing Support to MSA Housing Assistance:

•Plan ahead so there is no gap in funding. County needs AT LEAST one 
full month to turn HS off and MSA HA on.

•Talk with the client’s financial worker. Provide all verifications showing 
the client is eligible, up front.

•Are they moving from a Housing Support facility (like a board and 
lodge) or are they “transitioning in place” (like in an LTH supportive 
housing program)? Will a housing search be necessary?

•How much independent living experience does the client have? Will you 
continue to provide services? Is this client on a waiver or eligible for 
Housing Stabilization Services? Coordinate this carefully.

•Can this client manage their finances appropriately, or will they need 
help? Stress the importance of budgeting. 

•Communicate with the landlord so there are no surprises about changes 
in the way rent is paid, or by whom. 



Thank You!
Maia Uhrich

Maia.Uhrich@state.mn.us
651-431-3839
John Petroskas 

John.Petroskas@state.mn.us
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